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INTRODUCTION

The Rules and Procedures Handbook is published to augment the delegate s preparations for the
NTU Model United Nations. This handbook aims to provide the delegates with the basic information
necessary to have a successful Model United Nations in addition to a brief overview of the event
itself, to give the delegate a broader perspective of NTU and Singapore. These guidelines are
intended to help you in both pre-conference preparations and the conference itself. Please feel free
to call or write to the Secretariat if you have any questions or doubts regarding NTU MUN.
Delegates are strongly encouraged to read this guide thoroughly.

CODE OF CONDUCT

CONDUCT

Delegates are expected to conduct themselves, at all times, in a manner befitting international
diplomats. Every Delegate is expected to extend carry themselves courteously in their interactions
with their colleagues, guests of the conference and members of the Secretariat.

Smoking is not tolerated when the NTU MUN is in session. However, a designated smoking area will
be provided for those delegates who choose to smoke. Out of courtesy to those delegates who
choose not to smoke, NTU MUN requests that smoking be limited to these designated areas.

Please note that the NTU MUN reserves the right to expel any Delegate not acting in a courteous or
professional manner.

DRESS CODE

Delegates at the NTU MUN are required to carry themselves professionally - NTU MUN requires
western business attire during all formal sessions as a sign respect for fellow delegates, Secretariat
members, and the guests of the conference.

NTU MUN will not consider clothing including, but not limited to T-shirts, jeans, shorts, hats, athletic
shoes or any form of commercial advertising as attire appropriate of the conference.

Additionally, participants are trusted not to affect the mannerisms, linguistic characteristics, or any
other perceived traits of a state or culture that they are representing. These affectations are
inappropriate and may be perceived as offensive by other delegates, or natives of that state or
culture.

Please be aware that Delegates who are not appropriately attired or who do not adhere to the rules
may not be recognized during formal debate when the NTU MUN is in session.

The NTU MUN reserves the right to refuse admittance to the Conference to any and all delegates
who are inappropriately attired or violate the above provisions. Decisions regarding appropriate
attire and professional behavior and conduct are at the discretion of the Secretariat.




GENERAL INFORMATION

BADGES

Name badges act as the Delegate’s credentials for the conference. Each badge will list the Delegate’s
name, country, and the committee/council to which he/she is assigned. Delegates will be required to
wear their assigned credentials (badges) at all times during the conference. This includes social events
after normal Conference hours. No one will be admitted to the conference without their approved
credentials.

Delegates are urged to wear their credentials at all times while at the conference. This will serve to
alleviate any logistical concerns that could arise over the course of the conference.

PLACARDS

A placard with the name of each delegation will be placed at the delegation s group of seats in each
Committee/Council. These are the property of NTU MUN; the placards are not be defaced or removed
from the room. Delegates are welcome to take their placard with them as a souvenir at the conclusion
of the final Committee/Council session of the Conference.

REGISTRATION

Conference check-in will be located at the registration desk in the lobby. Delegations may pick up their
Conference packets, resolution guides and name badges at this desk. All fees must be paid in full
before the registration can be completed.

LIABILITY

NTU MUN will not be held liable for the loss or damage of items during the conference or otherwise.
The Organizing Committee will not be accountable for any physical, emotional or mental distress
caused to any of the participants or observers during the conference.




RULES OF PROCEDURE

SCOPE

These rules are self-sufficient, with the exception for any modifications provided by the Secretariat, and
will be considered adopted in advance of the session. No other rules of procedure are applicable.

LANGUAGE

English will be both the official and working language of the conference.

DELEGATIONS

Nations in the General Assembly, European Union, IMPACT, Security Council, World Energy Council,

United Nations Human Rights Council, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugess and IMF shall
be represented by single delegates. Please note that each member nation (excluding observer nations)
has one vote in each council.

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARIAT

Any member of the Secretariat may make an oral or written statement or announcement to the
committee regarding an update to their topic at any time over the course of the conference. Such an
announcement is not questionable.

GENERAL POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE STAFF

The Chair will declare the opening and closing of each meeting and may propose the adoption of any
procedural motion at his or her discretion. During Debate or Moderated Caucus, the Chair has absolute
control over the proceedings. The Moderator will direct the flow of formal debate, accord the right to
speak, put guestions before the committee, announce decisions, rule on points of order and ensure and
enforce the observance of these rules. The other members of committee staff may advice individual
delegates or the committee on the possible course of debate. The Committee Staff is responsible to the
Secretariat at all times. The Press Corps is free to publish any material that lies within the scope of this
conference. They are, however, advised to refrain from the publication of offensive and derogatory
material, especially if targeted at a select group of persons. The Press may enter and observe
committee proceedings provided the committee has no significant objections to their presence.

APPEAL

Delegates are free to appeal any decision made by the Moderator or the Chair. However, it is the
Chair’s prerogative to accept or reject any such appeal. Should the appeal be unrelated to immediate
committee proceedings, but the committee as a whole, the delegates may appeal to the Secretariat.




QUORUM

A quorum for the conference is set at one third of the members of the committee. A quorum will be
assumed to be present, unless specifically challenged and shown to be absent. A roll call is not
required. In case a quorum fails, the committee session will be suspended at the discretion of the Chair.

ON DEBATE

Once the agenda has been set, the debate begins with the Speaker’s List. Delegates may have their
countries put on the Speaker’s List by passing chits to the Council chair once the Moderator has asked
the council members to raise their placards at the beginning of the session.

Each member has the floor for a full minute and thirty seconds (the time may be changed by motioning
for the same), which is followed by either a yield (explained below) or the floor is thrown open to two
comments (from other member nations) which refer directly to the points made in that speaker’s time.
Therefore, those whose names are on the Speak e r istzonttol the debate.

To counter this, delegates may motion for a Moderated Caucus on specific parts of the topic area. In a
moderated caucus, if a delegate strays from the issue at hand, a Point of Order may be called as a
reprimand.

Motions for moderated or un-moderated caucuses are not often refused unless a session of the same
has been proceeding for an excessive amount of time.

SETTING THE AGENDA

At NTU MUN, the agenda is limited to the single topic area outlined in each committee s study guide;
thus voting to set the agenda to the topic area is a mere formality. However, should a matter need
urgent attention, delegates may vote to bring that topic to the floor of the council. Please note that at
NTU MUN, the Secretary General has the final authority on which topics may be voted on to be
introduced in committee. As soon as council begins, a motion to set the agenda to a topic area must be
raised.

DEBATE

After the agenda has been determined, one continuously open Speaker’s List will be established for the
purpose of general debate. The Speake r List will be followed for all debates on the Topic Area, except
when procedural motions, amendments, or the introduction of a resolution or amendment in the event

of an international crisis suspends the list.

Debate may be carried out through the following:
* General Speake r Lis$
» Special Speaker’s List

e« Moderated Caucus




e Un-moderated Caucus

GENERAL SPEAKER’S LIST

The General Speaker’s List is open throughout the discussion of the topic area. Motions to open any
other medium of debate will not close the General Speaker’s List, but will merely overlap it. Hence, if
your country is in queue to speak on it and another medium of debate is opened, your country will
retain its position once the General Speake r Lis$ is returned to. To get your country on the list, simply
pass a note to the chair through a runner.

The Speake r ’istis drdered on a first come first serve basis provided that their name is not already on
the list. Anything within the scope of the topic area may be discussed. The General Speake r List may
never be closed.

SPECIAL SPEAKER’S LIST

The Special Speakers ' ist ik similar to the General Speaker’s List, except that it must be motioned for.
This list is opened to discuss a particular topic within the topic area, and is opened for a specific time
period. While motioning to open it, the purpose and time limit must be specified. Speakers may only
discuss the issue that the Special Speaker’s List was opened to discuss.

After a speaker finishes a substantive speech (i.e., speech pertaining to the topic area within the
restrictions of formal debate), two 30-second comments pertaining to that speech may be made if the
speaker chooses not to yield. The comments will be made by two speakers (usually by show of
placards). It is at the Moderator’s discretion that a delegate may make comments. This applies to the
General Speaker’s List as well as any Special Speaker’s List.

YIELDS

When a speaker ends his/her speech, two comments are in order. If, however, the content of the
speech needs further explanation or is highly controversial, delegates may make use of yields. The
speaker may do so by informing the Moderator that he/she wishes to yield.

The speaker may yield:
* to questions,
» the time to the chair,

» the time to another delegate.

If the speaker yields to questions, two other delegates (chosen at the Moderators discretion) will, in turn,
ask two questions (pertaining to the speech) that the speaker will have to field in a maximum time of a
minute each. If, however, the speech is highly controversial, and the speaker feels that he/she may be
unable to defend it by answering questions, he/she may yield to the chair, in which case the two
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comments that usually follow are also out of order, and the Speake r List moves onto the next
speaker.

If there happens to be time left, the speaker may yield that time to another member nation. The
following two comments will then be out of order and the Speake r List will move on after allotted time
has elapsed.

MODERATED CAUCUS

The purpose of a moderated caucus is to facilitate substantive debate at critical junctures in the
discussion. The approval of such a motion rests entirely in the hands of the committee staff and is not
subject to appeal. During a moderated caucus, the Chair will suspend the Speaker’s List, and call on
delegates to speak at their discretion. A moderated caucus is also opened for a specified purpose and
a specified time. In a Moderated Caucus, a concise address is of paramount importance, as is
relevance to the topic under scrutiny. Keeping this is in mind, please try to refrain from going off the
immediate, specific, subtopic and please do not over-step your time limit.

UN-MODERATED CAUCUS

This is essentially an informal discussion amongst delegates and has no procedural rules. Delegates
generally use this time to formulate working papers or resolutions. It must be motioned for, and it also
requires a purpose and a specific time.

SUSPENSION OR ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION

When the floor is open, a delegate may move to suspend or adjourn the session. If such a motion is in
order, it requires a majority to pass. A motion to adjourn the meeting shall only be in order once three-
guarters of the time allotted for the last meeting of the committee has lapsed.

POSTPONEMENT OR RESUMPTION OF DEBATE

When the floor is open, a delegate may move to postpone the debate on a particular resolution or
amendment currently on the floor. The motion requires a two-thirds majority vote for its passage, and is
only valid once two thirds of the allotted committee session time has elapsed.

RECONSIDERATION

A motion to reconsider is in order when an amendment or resolution has been adopted or rejected and
must be made by a member who voted with the majority. The Moderator will recognize two speakers
against this motion, after which it is put to an immediate vote. A two-thirds majority of the members
present is required for reconsideration.

CLOSURE OF DEBATE

When the floor is open a delegate may move to close the debate on a substantive or procedural matter
under discussion. When closure of debate is motioned for, the Moderator will recognize two speakers
against the motion. No speakers in favor of the motion shall be heard. If the committee is in favor of
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closure, the Moderator will declare the closure of debate, and the resolution or amendment being
debated will be put to an immediate vote.

DURING DEBATE

RIGHT OF REPLY

A delegate whose personal or national integrity has been affronted by another delegate, within the
scope of formal debate, may request the Moderator for the Right of Reply. If approved, the respective
delegate will be severely reprimanded and possibly excluded from further council proceeding.
Delegates are requested to employ the Right of Reply with the utmost discretion.

POINTS
POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE

Whenever a delegate experiences extreme discomfort, which impairs him/her from partaking in the
proceeding, he/she may rise to a Point of Personal Privilege, so that the discomfort may be alleviated.
Such a point may interrupt a speaker and so should be used with the utmost discretion.

POINT OF ORDER

During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may rise for a Point of Order, out of order, dilatory or
improper if he/she feels the point being made is invalid.

POINTS OF PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

When the floor is open, a delegate may rise for a Point of Parliamentary Inquiry to ask the Moderator a
guestion regarding the rules of procedure. This however, may never interrupt a speaker.

COMPETENCE

Questions of competence are limited to questioning whether the committee has appropriate jurisdiction
to discuss a substantive issue. A motion to question the competence of the committee to discuss a
substantive issue is in order only immediately after that substantive document has been introduced.
The motion requires a majority to pass and is debatable to the extent of one speaker for and one
against.




WORKING PAPERS

Delegates may propose working papers for committee consideration. Working Papers are intended to
aid the committee in its discussion and formulation of resolutions and need not be written in resolution
format. Working Papers require the signature of the Chair to be copied and distributed. They are a
concise and abridged form of the resolution.

GUIDE TO WORKING PAPERS

Working papers represent the first step in the process of resolution writing. The wonderful thing about
working papers is that unlike other formal documents at an MUN, they are absolutely informal. They
require no signatories, have no absolute format, and can be about anything under your topic area. All
they require for photocopying and distribution is the seal of approval from your Chair.

FORMAT

They are usually presented in the form of a one page draft, but not necessarily so. Working papers can
be in the form of cartoons, in complete resolution format, or as essays! The only thing they have in
common is that they are concise and to the point. Just because they are informal does not mean they
ramble on for pages in fact, a working page is never longer than three pages, and most tend to restrict
themselves to one.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD WORKING PAPER

Please find a sample working paper below. It features most of the prominent aspects of a good working
paper — it is short, concise and logical making it make a good template to base part of a resolution on.

Sample Working Paper
Committee: Asian & Pacific Council, MUN 2001

Topic: Rehabilitation after the Financial Crisis, 1997

Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma and other republics of South East Asia feel the need to set up a separate
monetary fund for the pan-Asian region. The reasons for this are as follows:

Currently, the five largest donors to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) are the United States, the
United Kingdom, Germany and France, and Japan, in that order, while the five largest recipients of
loans from the IMF are Indonesia, China, Somalia, Malaysia and The Gambia (these statistics are
made up-this is a SAMPLE working paper).




The countries which donate the most have the least association with those that need aid the most and
to rectify this discrepancy to a certain extent Indonesia, Malaysia and Burma recommend that a
separate Asian Monetary Fund (AMF) be set up.

Asian nations often find themselves at philosophical odds with the pro-capitalist IMF and often have to
capitulate on their own views and policies in order to obtain IMF loans. It would be, in our opinion, much
better to borrow money from those sympathetic to our ideas.

In Asia, wealth rends to be distributed among individuals more than the state which is often bankrupt.
The IMF system for private donation is outmoded and under-funded. The AMF would definitely call for
Asian entrepreneurs from all over the world to contribute to help out their home governments. Asian
Nations often find themselves with IMF loans that are non-monetary in nature and effectively useless.
However, due to the donor-recipient divide, a lot are held back from complaining because they feel that
this would only seem ungrateful and deny them future loans.

They would not face such a problem if donors were fellow Asian nations. Islamic states often prohibit
the collection of interest, and since all IMF loans are interest based, these nations often have to
capitulate on their religious law to borrow money. In our opinion, membership to the AMF could be as
follows:

A Only those countries willing, at some point, to contribute to the AMF may join. This involves bearing
an even share in losses if loans are irretrievable.

A Only those nations interested in giving and receiving almost interest free loans need apply.

A Only those nations with internationally convertible currencies should be permitted to join, the AMF
is completely against capital controls.

A Itis preferred that AMF members are not IMF members.

While this may seem divisive and unnecessary, it is a key step in freeing Asia from Western
dominance.

We are at present working out the exact details for voting rights and contributions, so if anyone else,
especially any Asian nation, likes the idea pleas come over and let us know. All volunteers are
welcome.




RESOLUTIONS

A draft resolution may be introduced when it has the required number of signatories as well as the
approval of the committee Chair. There are no official sponsors for a resolution. Signatories actually
sign to see the resolution on the floor in debate, and being a signatory in no way express support for a
resolution.

INTRODUCING RESOLUTIONS

Once a resolution has the required signatories in addition to having been approved by the Chair of that
committee, it is copied, distributed and read out to the committee in an unmoderated caucus. Any two
signatories of the resolution will read out the resolution, and this reading is restricted to the operative
clauses of the resolution. The minimum number of signatories required is 1/5th of the total strength of
the committee.

Following the reading, a moderated caucus may be held where delegates may discuss and clarify the
syntax (and the syntax only) of the proposed resolution. This process of emending must take place
before the vote.

AMENDMENTS

Delegates may amend any resolution that has been introduced to committee. An amendment requires
the same number of signatories as before as well as the approval of the Chair. Amendments to
amendments are out of order; however, an amended part may be further amended. There are no
official sponsors to amendments. An approved amendment may be introduced when the floor is open.
The General Speaker’s List will be suspended, and a Special Speaker’s List will be established for
debate on the amendment.

DIVISION OF THE QUESTION

After debate on the resolution or amendment has been closed, a delegate may move that the operative
parts of the proposal be voted on separately.

* At this point, the Moderator will take all further motions to divide and arrange the question from
most severe to least severe.

. If an objection is made to a motion to divide the question, that motion will be debated to the
extent of two speakers for and against, and will then be followed by an immediate vote on that
motion.

. If the motion receives the simple majority required for passage, the resolution shall be divided
accordingly, and a separate vote shall be taken on each divided part to determine whether or
not it is in the final draft.

. Parts of the substantive proposals, which are subsequently passed shall be recombined into
the final resolution and shall be put to a substantive vote as a whole. If all the operative parts
of the proposal are rejected, the subsequent resolution or amendment will be considered as
rejected as a whole.
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VOTING

Each country will have one vote. Each vote may be one of the following:

* “Yes
* “No”
* “Yes with Rights ”
* “No with Rights”

* “Abstain ”

e ‘Pass’”

Should a member not be present and voting continues during a substantive vote, that member shall
have not voted (technically equivalent to “Abstain”) - all votes on substantive issues will be conducted
by roll call. No outside observers maybe present during a vote, and the Chair shall ensure that the room
is sealed before proceeding with the vote. Voting may be interrupted only by a point of Personal
Privilege.

During a Roll Call Vote, the Moderator will assume control of the committee. During the first round of
voting, delegates may vote for their member nations in alphabetical order, choosing to vote as
explained above. A delegate from a member nation who does not pass, may request the right to explain
his/her vote.

A member nation that passes in the first sequence must vote during the second sequence. The
rights to explain that member nation s vote are suspended in this second round.

* Member nation who requested the right to explain their votes may do so, with a time limit a set
by the Chair.

» A third sequence will ensure in which members may change their votes by expressing this
desire, in writing to the Moderator.

» After allowing a pause in committee session for those who wish to change their votes, the
Moderator will tabulate and announce the final result. Following which the council will be
reopened. The Secretariat will release the official result of the vote shortly thereafter.

RESOLUTION WRITING

Before it is formally introduced to the committee, a resolution is referred to as a Draft Resolution. It is
strongly advised that all drafts deal with ideas and opinions presented in working papers and existing
resolutions, as well as new ideas and innovations.

A final resolution has to present a well thought out, feasible solution that will solve the crisis at hand.
Your draft resolution should present the same logical flow that will be present in the final resolution. A
sample resolution is presented below for your reference.

A draft resolution needs three things before it can be introduced to the floor:
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First, it needs the signatures (but not approval) of at least 1/5th of the total members to that committee.
A word about signing — being a signatory in no way signifies approval for that resolution, you are not
bound to vote for or against a resolution just by being a signatory. Being a signatory merely implies that
you feel that this resolution should be introduced to formal debate. You are signing to introduce a
resolution to debate — no more, no less.

Second, a resolution needs to present a logical, simple and above all feasible solution to the situation at
hand. Working papers may contain the most imaginative and creative ideas, but in a resolution these
ideas have to stand up against the real world. If your Chair (Moderator or Assistant Chair) feels that the
solution presented in the resolution is unfeasible, he/she will refuse to introduce it to the committee. At
MUN, we work on the principle of one final resolution, and so the draft resolution must be extensive
enough to cover the entire topic area.

Thirdly, a resolution needs authors who will actually be sponsors (although are not officially recognized
as such), and who are willing to amend and emend the resolution until it meets with the approval of all
the delegates, without compromising the meaning or original premise of the resolution.

An amendment has to be presented in resolution format, and must be accompanied by a short note
specifying which parts of the resolution is to be amended, and amendments as a cause of your
amendment (renumbering, change of tense, etc.). Since, at MUN, there is only one final resolution, if a
resolution passes, all others will have failed automatically.

Voting proceeds in three rounds — in the first of which you can ask for voting rights — which implies that
between the second and third rounds you may express your reasons for changing your vote. If you
choose to change your vote in the second round, your rights are null and void. The first two rounds
proceed in alphabetical order by roll call and the last by show of placards.

RESOLUTION FORMAT
HEADINGS

The title should be centered, and can be as simple as" Draft Resolution ”Qther headings include
Committee and Topic Area, both of which should be left aligned and presented below the title.

BODY
The resolution is technically a long sentence, with the following rules:

. The resolution begins with your committee name (look to example).

. The next section consists of Pre-ambulatory Clauses that describe the problem being
addressed. Pre-ambulatory clauses should include references to past action taken, history of
the problem and should offer support to the purpose of the resolution. Each clause should
begin with an underlined phrase and end with a comma (,).

. Operative clauses are numbered and state action to be taken by the committee. These
clauses begin with present tense active verbs, which are generally stronger words than those
used in the preamble. Each operative clause is followed by a semicolon (;), except for the last
which ends with a period/full stop (.).
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PRE-AMBULATORY PHRASES

Affirming

Alarmed by
Approving

Aware of
Believing

Bearing in mind
Cognizant of
Confident
Contemplating
Convinced
Declaring

Deeply concerned
Deeply conscious
Deeply convinced
Deeply disturbed
Deeply regretting
Desiring
Emphasizing
Expecting
Expressing its appreciation
Expressing its satisfaction
Fulfilling

Fully aware Fully
alarmed Fully
believing Further
deploring Further
recalling

Guided by Having
adopted Having
considered

Having considered further
Having devoted attention
Having examined

Having heard

Having received

Having studied

Keeping in mind

Noting further

Noting with regret

Noting with satisfaction
Noting with deep concern
Noting with approval
Observing

Realizing

Reaffirming

Recalling

Recognizing

Referring

Seeking

Taking into account
Taking note

Viewing with appreciation
Welcoming
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OPERATIVE PHRASES

Accepts Further proclaims
Affirms Further reminds
Approves Further recommends
Authorizes Further requests
Calls for Further resolves
Calls upon Has resolved
Condemns Notes
Congratulates Proclaims
Confirms Reaffirms
Considers Recommends
Declares accordingly Reminds

Deplores Regrets

Draws attention Requests
Designates Resolves
Emphasizes Solemnly affirms
Encourages Strongly condemns
Endorses Supports
Expresses its appreciation Takes note of
Expresses its hope Trusts

Further invites Urges

SAMPLE RESOLUTION

Draft Resolution

Commission on Science and Technology International Newsflow Imbalance The Economic and Social
Council, Recalling its Resolution A /36/89 o f 16 December 1981, “The Declaration on Fundamental
Principles Concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and International
Understanding.”

Recalling also Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “Everyone has the right to ...
receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regard less of frontiers,”

Recognizing that the problem of news flow imbalance is that two-way information among countries of a
region is either non-existent or insufficient and information exchanged between regions of the world is
inadequate,

Realizing the need for all Sovereign Nations to maintain their integrity and still play an active role in the
international system,

1) Recommends that a three-level information interchange system be established on the
National, Regional and International levels to ameliorate the current problems of news flow imbalance,
with the three-level system operating as follows:
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a) Each region s member nation will report its national information and receive the information of other
nations in their region from the regional level of this interchanges system;

b) Nations will decide the character of the news flow media best suited to the need of their sovereign
territory, be this printed, audio or audio-visual;

¢) Regional News Gathering Agencies will serve to gather information from the nations in their region,
and these boards will have no editorial discretion and will serve to forward all information to the
International Board;

d) Each regional agency will be composed of delegates from every member nation within the region;

e) The primary function of the international Board will be to translate information accumulated from the
Regional News Gathering Agencies;

f) The secondary purpose will be to transmit all information gathered back to the member nations via
the regional news gathering agencies;

g) In order to expedite the transfer of information from the international to the regional level, the
International Board will utilize a UN frequency on an EEC (European Economic Community) satellite;

2) Urges the establishment of the University of International Communications, with main branch in
Geneva, Switzerland, and additional branches located in each of the aforementioned regions, to pursue
the following aims:

a) The University and its branches will be established with the express purpose of bringing together
world views and facilitating the transfer of technology;

b) All member nations of the United Nations will be equally represented at the University;

c¢) Incentives will be offered to students of journalism and communications at the University to return to
their countries to teach upon completion of their instruction;

d) The instructors of the regional education centers will be comprised of a multi partisan coalition of
educators from throughout the world;

3) Calls for the continued use of funds from the International Program for the Development of
Communications, Special Account, UNESCO, the UN Development Program, and other sources of
funding including national governments and private donors;

4) Recommends that the distribution of funds be decided by the IPDC.
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RESEARCH

Familiarize yourself with the country that you are representing:

A number of standard sources can be found on the internet. Additionally, you may visit libraries or your
country’s embassies for further information.

Gather Background Information on the United Nations Organization:

Successful participation at a Model UN conference requires a working knowledge of the United Nations
organization itself, including its structure and rules of procedures. The delegate handbook contains a
basic overview of the workings of the UN.

Gather Background Information on the Assigned Issues

A number of sources can be found online as well in libraries. Popular resources include the Economist,
newspaper archives, opinion articles, blogs etc.

Review Speeches at the UN by the Country's Delegates:

Speeches and statements in discussions in meetings of the principal organs of the United Nations and
other International Councils (Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship Council), their subsidiary
standing and ad-hoc committees, are key sources for establishing the international policy position of
UN member nations.

Review Policy Statements from the Country's Political Leadership:

There are other useful sources for locating official statements of policy from foreign countries. Perhaps
most important are letters written by heads of state and foreign ministers to the Secretary-General on
issues of mutual interest. These will give you an insight into the motivation behind the need for a
solution, and the compromise involved in achieving that end.
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POSITION PAPERS

The composition of the position papers represents the most important aspect of a delegate’s pre-
conference preparation. You are given the chance to clearly lay out your county’s policy on the issue at
hand and the solutions that you wish to see the Security Council consider and/or implement. Writing the
position paper will ensure that you attain a firm grasp of the complex issues under debate, as well as
give you a head start on anticipating arguments against the view that you have chosen to represent.

Your papers will be read by the other delegates and will of course be taken seriously by the Secretariat
members.

Position papers should be approximately one page in length, single-spaced, 12 pt. font. They should be
written from the point of view of the country you are representing. Each position paper should consist of
three sections.

The first and shortest section must summarize the problem the Council is going to address and the
reason this problem demands the Counci d attention.

The second section should outline any decisions your country has taken in the past with respect to the
issue, as well as its general policy on the matter.

The third and last section should elaborate on specific solutions your country will propose to address
the problem, and how and why those solutions will effectively assuage the tensions arising from the
problem.

Even though it consists of three separate sections, each position paper should be internally cohesive.
This is particularly relevant for the first section, which informs the reader of your country’s position with
respect to the matter.

For example, if we were discussing the illegal drug trade, the United States would view the problem as
one of drug supply, while Mexico would view the problem as one of drug demand. Consequently, the
second section would state their respective policies on ending the drug trade and so on.
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SAMPLE POSITION PAPER

COMMITTEE: Disarmament and International Security Committee
COUNTRY: The Republic of Niger
SCHOOL: Nanyang Technological University

DELEGATES: Utkarsh Bahadur and Agilah Anuar

TOPIC AREA: Light Missiles and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGSs)

The problem that illicit small arms and light weapons constitute is well known. There is no question that
Africa is the most affected region when considering the devastation that small arms aided conflicts have
wreaked on communities, societies and states.

CAUSES:

Private arms merchants as well as weak and corrupt political and law enforcement forces have played a
particularly negative role in supplying weapons to areas of actual or potential conflict, simultaneously
creating a black market channel. Moreover some states give permission to civilians to bear these arms.
Missiles and grenades are reasonably priced thus making them easily accessible. The unmonitored
disposal of stockpiles increases the chances of these weapons coming in the wrong hands. Moreover
lack of state imposed security induces civilians to possess these weapons for self-protection.

POLICIES:

Niger as such faces no threat within the country from the misuse of RPGs and light missiles. However
the frequent clashes in the northern border and the use of these weapons in our neighboring countries
increases the possibility Niger becoming a transit point for these weapons. Thus Niger feels it
necessary, particularly in our case, to strengthen the border security and to ensure that no illegal inter-
state transactions, involving these weapons, are allowed. Niger also supports production and
distribution of these weapons only by the state.

SOLUTIONS:
1. Helping countries assemble and destroy illicit weapons in post conflict situations.

2. Collection of weapons and destruction, combined with public awareness campaigns to prove that
collected guns are destroyed, are essential to promote the idea of greater security. Thus an important
action would be the reconstruction of societies where conflicts have abated.
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3. Instead of merely asking people to turn in a weapon for cash that can then easily be used to
purchase a new one, provide jobs, security and assistance.

4. In order to assist countries to control the illicit flow of small arms we must promote security sector
reforms that can better train customs agents, police and other government agencies in regulating small
arms, clearly linked to broader governance programs that build strong legislative safeguards and
institutions capable of upholding them, are essential to broader peace-building efforts.

5. Transfers to non-state actors or unauthorized entities are the catalyst for violence. An international
norm against such transfers is therefore essential and timely.

6. State border as well as port security must be strengthened to ensure that the illegal transactions
involving these weapons are disabled.

7. Production and distribution of these weapons must be state controlled.

8. Civilians must not be allowed to carry these arms and its possession must be confined only to the
state®& military.

9. There is an urgent need for the mobilization of adequate resources by the international community in
support of these, often poor countries, and regions, as they struggle to carry out practical programs to
prevent and combat illicit trafficking in these weapons.

CONCLUSION:

The global nature of the problem of the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons requires global
cooperation to eradicate it. The only cornerstone for successful implementation of the plan of action is
international co-operation so as to constitute a common face to come to end from this threat. finl a
word, the problem is as grave as can be. And we need to act on it with the urgency of a man whose
hair is on fire.0
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NTU MODEL UNITED NATIONS

The NTU Model United Nations (NTU MUN), is the flagship event of the NTU Debating Society. As
one of the premier simulations of the United Nations in South-East Asia, NTU MUN attracts
participation from around the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. The event exposes

participants to the intricacies of international diplomacy while giving them the opportunity to interact with
different cultural backgrounds. Participants are exposed to a wide range of opinions, which will stand
them in good stead to deal with the world $ most important issues in the future.

Building on the success of 2011, NTU MUN 2012 promises to be bigger than ever before. The
conference this year will see participation of over 400 delegates from more than 10 countries across the
nation, region and beyond. Participants will get a chance to foster their interpersonal and collaborative
abilities by working together as a team on global issues. By the end of the conference, delegates gain
leadership, articulation, fluency in writing, teamwork and a global perspective on world problems that
will definitely serve them well in the future.

NTU MUN has been associated with eminent partners in the past, including faculties of the S
Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), government organisations like the National Youth
Council (NYC) as well as corporate giants such as CNN international, Coca-Cola and the International
Herald Tribune. NTU MUN 2012 once again has the support of NTU’ s P r e BriBelrtg Antlersson.

NANYANG EXECUTIVE CENTRE

International delegates would be put up at the luxurious Nanyang Executive Centre located within
Nanyang Technological Unive r s i unaadn&ardén Campus for 2 nights (February 10th and 11th
2012).

Nestled amongst the greenery, hills and lakes of the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) campus
in Singapore, the Nanyang Executive Centre is the home of NTU's Executive Programmes and
continuing education. It provides an excellent environment away from the city and distractions of the
office for executive learning.

Located about 25km from the city central, the Nanyang Executive Centre is just 30 minutes from the
shopping and business district and about 45 minutes from the airport by car.

NEC is strategically located in a quiet corner of the NTU campus, tucked away discreetly yet easily
accessible by private or public transport.

More details can be found at www.ntu.edu.sg/nec
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NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) is a research-intensive university with globally acknowledged
strengths in science and engineering. The university has roots that go back to 1955 when Nanyang
University was set up. Today, NTU has four colleges with 12 schools, and three autonomous entities,
the National Institute of Education, the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, and the Earth
Observatory of Singapore.

NTU provides a high-quality global education to more than 23,000 undergraduates and 10,000
graduate students. NTU is in the top 100 of the world S universities, according to the QS World
University Rankings 2010. This places it in the top 1% of universities globally.

Hailing from 72 countries, the university's 3,000-strong teaching and research staff bring dynamic
international perspectives and years of solid industry experience.

The College of Engineering, the world s largest engineering college, has six schools focused on
technology and innovation and a research output among the top four in the world.

The College of Science, with award-winning faculty and world-class laboratories, runs Singapore’s only
direct honours bachelor's degree programmes in the biological, physical and mathematical sciences.

The Nanyang Business School is the first and only Singapore business school to be ranked in the top
27 of the Financial Times Global MBA 2010 rankings. It is also one of only three in Asia to be awarded
both the EQUIS (European Quality Improvement System) and AACSB (Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business) accreditations - international hallmarks of quality.

The College of Humanities, Arts, & Social Sciences is home to the Wee Kim Wee School of
Communication and Information, a top journalism and media school in Asia; a fast-growing humanities
and social sciences school with niches of excellence; and Singapore's first professional art school
offering degree courses in art, design and interactive digital media.

The National Institute of Education, Singapore's main teacher-training institute, is internationally-
acclaimed and provides educational consultancy to countries from Abu Dhabi to Vietnam.

The S Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), an autonomous graduate institution of NTU,
runs the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, long recognised as a world authority on strategic
studies and security research. RSIS was ranked third among more than 1,000 think tanks in the 2009
Global “Go-To Think Tanks” Asian rankings.

The Earth Observatory of Singapore, established in 2008 with S$150 m in state funding, is dedicated to
hazards-related earth science.

For more information, please visit www.ntu.edu.sg
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